
NEW LEADERSHIP 
In January 2015, Preservation Pittsburgh welcomed new 

leadership: Matthew Falcone as President and Susan 

Brandt as Vice President. Matthew moved to Pitts-

burgh six years ago from Washington D.C. where he 

was involved in several neighborhood historic preserva-

tion efforts. He has an academic background in art and 

architectural history and currently serves as an Assistant 

Dean at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh’s Online Divi-

sion. Susan joined the Preservation Pittsburgh board in 

2013. An avid preservationist with much knowledge of 

the political and business spheres, Susan was the former 

Executive Director of the Mt. Washington Community 

Development Corp., former Executive Director of Brad-

dock Field, and Executive Director of Allegheny Historic 

Preservation Society. 

Matthew and Susan replaced Peter Margittai and 

Laura Schwartz respectively. Peter and Laura were not 

only critical to Preservation Pittsburgh’s Civic Arena, Pro-

duce Terminal, and Point Park University efforts, they 

also helped to shape and grow the organization via their 

community outreach and leadership.

After many years of service to the board, Scott Leib, 

Treasurer, retired at the end of 2015. Scott’s involvement 

with Preservation Pittsburgh began in 2001 when he 

designed a web site called www.pittsburghheritage.com, 

which eventually became Preservation Pittsburgh’s domain. 

Scott also served as President of the organization and was 

actively involved with efforts to save and repurpose the 

Civic Arena. Scott operated under the idea that preserva-

tion should be a “resource and not a roadblock.” Scott’s 

leadership and dedication will be greatly missed.

Reed Himes, Applications Development Manager and 

Director of Quality Assurance for the Video Systems Divi-

sion at Compunetix, was drafted at the end of 2015 to 

serve as Treasurer. He holds a B.S. in Accounting from 

the University of Pennsylvania as well as a B.S. in Com-

puter Science from the University of Pittsburgh. Reed’s 

professional experience includes designing controls and 

procedure for computer and accounting systems, as well 

as extensive expertise in tax preparation and audits. Reed 

was raised understanding the importance of family and 

community history. His preservation passion is to restore 

older homes and to help prevent the loss of Pittsburgh’s 

beautiful older buildings.

NEW DIRECTORS
JUSTIN GREENAWALT
AND BRIAN BEVAN

Originally from Connellsville, Pennsylvania, Justin 

relocated to Pittsburgh in 2004 to attend the Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh, pursuing a degree in Architectural 

Studies. A long-time affinity for historic buildings and 

an internship with Pittsburgh History & Landmarks 
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Foundation in 2006 prompted him to pursue a pro-

fessional degree in Historic Preservation. Justin was 

admitted to the Graduate School of Architecture, Plan-

ning and Preservation at Columbia University in 2008. 

In 2011, he began his current position with Franklin 

West, Inc., which is a family-owned and operated prop-

erty management company specializing in the sensitive 

rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of historic Shadyside 

homes. An outspoken preservation advocate, he also vol-

unteers his time with the East Liberty Valley Historical 

Society. His particular areas of interest are: the works 

of architect Frederick G. Scheibler; the architecture, 

history, and development of Pittsburgh’s East End; and 

Pittsburgh’s Urban Renewal movement.

Brian joined the Board of Directors in October 2015. 

After earning a degree in history, Brian taught every-

thing from Ancient and Modern to Middle Eastern His-

tory while working as a history teacher, coach and dorm 

parent at The Gunnery, a co-ed independent boarding/

day school in Connecticut. About ten years ago Brian 

decided to pursue a law degree from the Pennsylvania 

State University Dickinson School of Law. After grad-

uating and passing the bar in 2009, Brian returned to 

Pittsburgh. Since then, he has worked as a civil and crim-

inal litigator in private practice and for a locally-based 

corporation. As a Pittsburgh native and lifetime history 

buff, Brian has always enjoyed learning about the rich 

and unique history and architecture of Western Penn-

sylvania. Brian has been providing pro bono counsel 

for a group of preservation-minded individuals working 

to preserve, redevelop, and re-use the former Albright 

United Methodist Church.

Also, Michael Shealey left the board at the end of 

2014, but we continue to work with him on preservation 

projects. Michael brought a number of interesting proj-

ects to the board and was a popular speaker at two of our 

annual meetings.

ADVOCACY 
Advocacy and education are integral pillars of Preserva-

tion Pittsburgh’s community work. Throughout 2015, we 

met with Pittsburgh’s leaders to discuss improving the 

city’s preservation policy and several of the city’s most 

pressing preservation projects. Many of the projects (the 

details of which can be found in the “Working Projects” 

section) were brought to our attention by community 

leaders and members and these meetings provided us the 

opportunity to raise awareness of the community’s preser-

vation concerns and to begin working towards a preserva-

tion-friendly solution.

We’d like to thank Council President Bruce Kraus, 

Councilwoman Darlene Harris, Councilman R. Daniel 

Lavelle, Councilwoman Deb Gross, Councilman Dan 

Gilman, Councilman Corey O’Connor, Councilwoman 

Theresa Kail-Smith, Councilwoman Natalia Rudiak, and 

Director of City Planning Ray Gastil for graciously host-

ing meetings with us, and we look forward to continuing 

our connections to more community leaders in the com-

ing months. 

OTHER ADVOCACY
In March 2015 Preservation Pittsburgh sent a letter to 

Governor Wolf due to concerns that state funds are being 

used to demolish historic resources. Under the previ-

ous administration several multi-million dollar grants Pittsburgh City-County Building
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were awarded to development projects in Pittsburgh that 

demolished buildings that were part of national historic 

districts. Public-private partnerships are essential to Pitts-

burgh’s continued economic growth. However, when 

public funds are used in a way that adversely impacts 

our heritage and community, there should be a thorough 

historic review process in place that is done prior to the 

project being initiated. Whenever possible, public fund-

ing should come with contingencies that promote the 

preservation of our local, state, and national historic sites 

and districts. 

In July we wrote a letter to Mayor Peduto with partic-

ular concern for the Woods House in Hazelwood, which 

is owned by the URA. Much has been written about the 

1792 John Woods house. John Woods was one of the orig-

inal surveyors of Pittsburgh and his home is one of three 

18th century buildings left in Pittsburgh (along with the Ft. 

Pitt Block House and Neill Log House). Stephen Foster 

is said to have written some of his famous songs on the 

piano in the Woods home. Many individuals and groups 

have been concerned with the building over the years and 

it has both local recognition (designated as a historic site 

by City Council in 1977) and national recognition (listed 

on the National Register in 1993). With new development 

in Hazelwood, we think it a good time to stabilize and 

market the property. Though the previous efforts didn’t 

find a way to rehab the Woods House, a new strategy and 

fresh approach can—and sometimes does—achieve the 

desired result. 

We attended and spoke at two City Council meetings 

and one Historic Review Commission meeting in 2015 as 

well as the February 23, 2016 Planning Commission hear-

ing regarding Councilman Burgess’ proposed amend-

ment to the city Historic Preservation Ordinance (file 
#2015-2001). These proposed changes would effectively 

nullify the Ordinance as it now stands by: only allowing 

the owner of a property to nominate a property for pro-

tection by the city; raising the requirement for historic 

district nomination from owners of 25% of properties to 

owners of 70% of properties; and  removing the section 

of the Ordinance stating “Submission of a nomination by 

a member of the Historic Review Commission, the City 

Planning Commission, or the City Council shall not pre-

clude that member from full participation in the review 

of the nomination nor from voting on the recommenda-

tion or designation.”

These changes would strip Pittsburghers of their right 

to petition the city for a public forum discussion on 

their community historic assets. The nomination process 

to designate a city historic structure is a thorough and 

lengthy one. There are already built-in allowances for the 

property owner from start to finish to allow their wishes 

to be considered and for allowing demolition due to eco-

nomic hardship. Out of respect for Councilman Burgess 

and to start a larger conversation about historic pres-

ervation, the bill was advanced to the Historic Review 

Commission and Planning Commission for comments 

and recommendations, which took place in Fall 2015 

and into 2016. As we believe that preservation of our 

heritage betters our city for everyone, all Pittsburghers 

should continue to have equal access to the city’s historic 

preservation resources.

LETTERS OF SUPPORT
Part of Preservation Pittsburgh’s mission is “. . . to assist 

individuals and organizations in preserving the integrity of 

the architecture and physical surroundings they value.” Thus, 

we write letters of support and provide consultation for a 

variety of community and preservation groups to leverage 

preservation beyond our own activities. Some of the proj-

ects that we supported in 2015 are:

~ In February, Preservation Pittsburgh sent a letter to 

Thomas Becker, President, Chautauqua Institution in 

New York in support of saving the Chautauqua Amphithe-

ater, which was championed by individuals, community 

groups, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
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~ Preservation Pittsburgh sent a letter in February to sup-

port the application of the Daisy Wilson Artist Com-

munity (DWAC) for a Keystone Historic Preservation 

Construction Grant to restore the deteriorated exterior 

of August Wilson’s childhood home in Pittsburgh. The 

home of the late Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright is sig-

nificant for its impact in providing his plays--specifically 

his Pittsburgh Cycle--with their distinctive sense of place.

~ We sent a letter in support of city and community efforts 

to secure funding to nominate a portion of historic Law-

renceville as a part of the National Historic District. 

Lawrenceville has a distinct history and contributed to 

Pittsburgh’s rich urban fabric when it was annexed by Pitts-

burgh in the early 19th century. The creation of a National 

Historic District will promote sensible development by 

incentivizing historically-appropriate development. 

~ This summer we sent a letter to the National YMCA, 

which recently went through a rebranding program, in 

support of keeping the neon Allegheny YMCA sign that 

dates back to the early 1950s. As it is out of compliance 

with their new brand the National YMCA asked that it 

be taken down and replaced. The Allegheny Y is within 

the locally and nationally recognized Mexican War 

Streets District and the sign is a distinctive landmark 

within the district. 

~ In Fall 2015 letters of support have gone out for the Card 

Carriage House in Point Breeze that was nominated as a 

city historic landmark by neighbors; efforts by owners to 

renovate the Drover Hotel in the Mexican War Streets; 

and an individual effort to restore 500 Donner Avenue in 

Monessen to convert the 1905 Beaux Arts building into a 

music center that would include neighborhood retail.

WORKING PROJECTS
Over the course of 2015 and into 2016, we’ve been involved 

in many different projects ranging from meetings with 

developers to testifying before City Council, the Historic 

Review Commission, and the Planning Commission. To 

recap some of our efforts:

FORMER FRANK & SEDER BUILDING: In 

December 2014 we met with representatives from 

Oxford Development to discuss the proposed demolition 

and to understand the challenges faced by the company 

that prevented the originally planned restoration. We also 

toured the interior of the building, met with representa-

tives from Preservation Pennsylvania (who listed the build-

ing on their 2014 Pennsylvania At Risk), and discussed the 

issue with Councilman Lavelle, and we are promoting 

alternative designs to demolition. It is our position that 

the human-scale building should be saved and renovated 

as opposed to demolition.

FORBES AVENUE BUILDINGS: The three build-

ings threatened by demolition by Point Park Universi-

ty’s new Downtown Pittsburgh Playhouse have been at 

the center of an ongoing preservation debate for some 

time. We opposed the demolition of these buildings 

with Point Park University officials and the Planning 
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Commission. Concerns about mitigation have been 

raised by Pennsylvania’s Historic Review Office and 

Pittsburgh’s three historic preservation organizations 

(PHLF, Preservation Pittsburgh, and YPA) met with 

Point Park University to discuss project mitigation and 

Preservation Pittsburgh will continue to ensure that 

there is follow-through.

PENN AVENUE BUILDINGS: The three historic 

structures that were adversely impacted by Walnut Capi-

tol’s development at the corner of Penn Avenue and High-

land Avenue in Pittsburgh’s East End were at the center 

of our preservation efforts for many months. Members of 

Preservation Pittsburgh testified against their demolition 

before the Planning Commission, wrote opposition letters 

to Walnut Capital, and met with representatives from the 

Mayor’s office to discuss our concerns.

UNION TRUST BUILDING: In late Fall 2014 rep-

resentatives from Preservation Pittsburgh met with the 

developers, attended community meetings, and learned 

of the plans that seek to renovate the building (interior 

and exterior) in a way that largely follows nationally-estab-

lished guidelines on historic restoration.

W. OHIO & RIDGE AVENUE BRIDGES 

DESIGN ADVISORY TEAM: Over the past year, 

Preservation Pittsburgh has participated on the Design 

Advisory Team (DAT) to replace the Ridge Ave. Bridge 

and landscape part of the city-designated historic site 

that is Allegheny Commons. The DAT’s design for 

the new bridge (which, unfortunately, does not follow 

our recommendations) will appear before the Historic 

Review Commission.

NEW OAKLAND HOTEL: Preservation Pittsburgh 

spoke at the June 3 Historic Review Commission hear-

ing on the new hotel to be built in the PAA’s parking 

lot. While we appreciate that the hotel developer made 

a numwwber of revisions to the hotel design based on 

community feedback, it is our opinion that proposed 

development did not fit the Historic District guide-

lines in terms of the scale, siting, massing, and contex-

tual setbacks.

ALBRIGHT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH:  

We have worked actively with the congregation and sup-

porting community groups to save the former Albright 

United Methodist Church (486 S. Graham Street). The 

building is being threatened with demolition to make 

way for a drive-through Starbucks and other retail devel-

opment. Preservation Pittsburgh provided the congrega-

tion and community group with research and completed 

city-landmark application to have the structure nomi-

nated. Preservation Pittsburgh attended and spoke at the 

February and March 2016 HRC meeting to support the 

nomination of the former church and will continue to 
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follow the nomination process as it goes to the Planning 

Commission and City Council.

GARDEN THEATER BLOCK REDEVELOP- 

MENT: In July Preservation Pittsburgh met with TREK 

Development Group to discuss the Garden Theater Block 

redevelopment and attended the August 3 public meet-

ing to get a better handle on the project since plans have 

shifted over the years. As a stakeholder in the URA’s 

Memorandum of Agreement for development of the Gar-

den Theater Block, our input has been that the proposed 

development should be reduced in height, the initial 

design should be reconsidered to reflect the character of 

the National Historic District, and local designations for 

significant structures on the site should be sought.

IRON CITY BREWING: Preservation Pittsburgh 

attended the former Iron City Brewing Complex Housing 

Court hearing for James Cargnoni of Collier Develop-

ment on August 19 at Magistrate Ceoffe’s office to discuss 

concerns with the structure and certificate of occupancy. 

We had previously sent a letter to the Mayor’s office last 

year about the poor stewardship of this threatened historic 

property, and remain concerned and dedicated to preserv-

ing this building and upholding the application of the 

historic preservation ordinance.

OTHER PROJECTS,
EDUCATION, AND
OUTREACH
In late 2015 Preservation Pittsburgh met with represen-

tatives from Roslyn Place (the wood street in Shadyside), 

Howe Springs (a familiar landmark on 5th Avenue, near 

Highland Ave.), Panther Hollow and the St. George 

Church Preservation Society to discuss various partner-

ships and assistance. St. George Church Preservation Soci-

ety is actively working to save the large and impressive St. 

George Church (also known as St. John Vianney) in the 

Allentown neighborhood. In February 2016, Preservation 

Pittsburgh and YPA met with East Liberty Development 

Inc. to discuss their plans for the former SS. Peter & Paul 

Church in Larimer. In March 2016, we met with the pro-

posed developer and architect for the Avery Church on 

the North Side. These projects and many more will be part 

of our 2016 activities. Also we have projects in the works 

with canal stones and a focus on our historic city bridges! 

The City of Pittsburgh hosted a day-long conference 

in November 2015: Preserving the Past by Planning for  

the Future. This conference featured Donovan Rypkema 

of PlaceEconomics who discussed his study of historic pres-

ervation in Pittsburgh and its positive economic benefits. 

Key among his findings were that “historic preservation is 

part of the DNA of Pittsburgh.” To see the study: www.

placeeconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/

final-pittsburgh_8.25.15.pdf . Preservation Pittsburgh’s 

President Matthew Falcone was a panelist for the final 

conference session. 

OTHER OUTREACH: Preservation Pittsburgh is serv-

ing on the city’s 200th anniversary preservation commit-

tee and also was part of the salon on March 10 at the 

Carnegie Museum of Art’s Heinz Architectural Center to 

discuss the preservation of modernism in Pittsburgh. 

MARY J. PARADISE
PRESERVATION
AWARDS
The board decided to reinstate our awards program (previ-

ously known as the Jamie Van Trump award). Mary Paradise 

(March 1, 1926-October 19, 2012) and others formed Preser-

vation Pittsburgh to advocate for the city’s architecture and 

to raise the preservation consciousness of local decision-mak-

ers, developers and citizens. As the first President of Preser-

vation Pittsburgh, Mary was instrumental in designating 

the Oakland Civic Center Historic District. At Preservation 

Pittsburgh’s December 17 holiday party, we presented the 
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award to the Friends of Albright (who are working to save 

the former Albright United Methodist Church) and to Carol 

Peterson, a well-known neighborhood preservation activist, 

author, and house history researcher. The reinstated awards 

program will recognize Mary’s contributions along with rec-

ognizing the good efforts of preservationists in Pittsburgh.

SPECIAL EVENTS
As preservationists, we believe it’s important to plan social 

and educational events that highlight various buildings and 

neighborhoods. We also place value on informal opportu-

nities for people to socialize and discuss common interests. 

Here is a rundown of our 2015 events and more will be in 

the works for 2016. Stay tuned!

HOLIDAY PARTY  |  DECEMBER 17  

ARNOLD’S TEA ON EAST OHIO STREET

Refreshments, snacks, and holiday cheer was provided. 

HAUNTED HAPPY HOUR  |  OCTOBER 21  

MT. WASHINGTON’S SHILOH GRILL 

Attendees enjoyed food, drinks, and ghost stories! 

HAPPY HOUR  |  MAY 20

MAX’S ALLEGHENY TAVERN

Preservation Pittsburgh provided snacks and hosted 

an informal gathering of people interested in historic 

preservation (and beer)!

2015 ANNUAL MEETING  |  JUNE 19  

THE ALLEGHENY YMCA

Our guests came out to learn about the locally and 

nationally designated Allegheny YMCA building, which has 

been an integral part of Pittsburgh’s North Side for nearly 

100 years. A brief history and tour were provided as well as 

the future plans for the Y delivered by Executive Director 

Bill Pricener. Many thanks to Bill Pricener and the Y staff 

for providing a very fitting venue for our meeting! 

NEW ADDRESS
1501 REEDSDALE STREET #5003 

PITTSBURGH, PA 15233

In late 2014 the Board identified a need for additional 

space to accommodate our growing archive and to provide 

increased support for our programs. Through the incred-

ible generosity of Richard Cardello, Preservation Pitts-

burgh now has an office in the historic Cardello Building. 

Originally the home of the nation’s first, and largest, cof-

fin manufactory, the building has been carefully restored 

to preserve many of its original features, to highlight the 

building’s unique architectural evolution, and to suit the 

needs of modern-day businesses. The Cardello Building 

has a tremendously rich history as the former National 

Casket Co. and is another great example of adaptive reuse:  

www.cardellobuilding.com/history

Preservation Pittsburgh is particularly happy to be 

located on Pittsburgh’s historic North Side, an area of the 

city known for its enthusiasm and dedication to historic 

preservation. The board has settled into our new office and 

tailored the space to better suit our needs. It’s our hope 

that the space will allow us to expand our educational 

activities to include an internship program.
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WEB REDESIGN
Preservation Pittsburgh was selected as a client for the Win-

ter 2015 Design Studio at The Art Institute of Pittsburgh. 

This is a complimentary service that benefits groups like 

ours, while allowing Ai students to get experience working 

with clients. Our website was out of date and the Art Insti-

tute helped us create a new site: www.preservationpgh.org. 

True to our name, we have preserved our original website 

and have made it accessible! The new website was launched 

in Fall 2015.

In addition to a web redesign, Preservation Pittsburgh 

has made considerable efforts to improve our Facebook 

page, offering lively preservation posts from local and 

national press articles, notices of public meetings, and 

interesting historical content. If you haven’t already done 

so, please join our popular Facebook page where we post 

our most current news and events (and you don’t need to 

be a Facebook member to view) !

www.facebook.com/PreservationPittsburgh

PARTICIPATE
Preservation Pittsburgh is a volunteer-run, historic pres-

ervation non-profit organization formed after the much-

loved Syria Mosque in Oakland was torn down in 1991. 

We have been a watchdog for the preservation of historic 

buildings ever since. At Preservation Pittsburgh, we believe 

that community support is a key component in preserva-

tion efforts. If you would like to get involved, please email 

us at: info@preservationpgh.org

MEMBERSHIP 
Help us grow our membership! Our members are critical 

to our success. Your participation allows us to demon-

strate to decision-makers and the public how many people 

truly care about heritage and recognize that architectural 

preservation is aesthetically pleasing, an economic gen-

erator, the greenest option, and a means to enhance our 

quality of living. 

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR 
PRESERVATION PITTSBURGH 
MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 

Visit www.preservationpgh.org/membership 

or send a check made payable to 

“Preservation Pittsburgh” to Preservation 

Pittsburgh, 1501 Reedsdale Street, Suite 5003,  

Pittsburgh, PA 15233.

The Art Institute of Pittsburgh

412.256.8755
www.preservationpgh.org

www.facebook.com/PreservationPittsburgh
mailto:info@preservationpgh.org

